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A GLANCE A T  “AL-MANAR” 
As this is, perhaps, the leading Moslem magazine for all 
the world, a review of a recent number will interest the 
reader. The copy before us is the second number of the 
seventeenth volume, Safar 1332, but according to usual 
custom it  was delayed a month or two in issue ! 
About three-eighths of the magazine consists of Tafsir 
(commentary) of the Koran; one-fourth of a lengthy 
notice upon “ At-Tasawwuf al-Islami as-Sahih ” (Moslem 
Mysticism) ; and the other twenty odd pages are, more 
or less, taken up with discussion of the work of mission- 
aries and Christian doctrine. 
The Koran Commentary is stated to be given accord- 
ing to the method used by the late Professor Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdu, the former Grand Mufti, and the 
portion chosen for this number is that which gires the 
account of the offering by the two sons of Adam. There 
is not much to remark upon the Tafsir, which follows the 
usual lines, until we come to such expressions as that on 
page 89, where it says : “ In  this story (namely, the usual 
remarks of the other commentators) there are useless 
additions.” It is interesting to find one bold enough to 
throw off the yoke of such useless additions to the Koranic 
stories and to the accepted canons of interpretations. 
My late acquaint.ance was one of the bravest along these 
lines, and the method could only be called his method 
by following him, as they certainly have done in this 
particular instance. 
On page 98 we have another Koranic extract, namely, 
verses 36 and 37 from the same chapter. In giving the 
explanation of these verses the commentator evidently 
follows a line of his own. This cannot be the method of 
Mohammed Abdu, for two-thirds of page 98 is devoted 
to a bitter attack upon the English Government in con- 
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nect.ion with tvhe trial a few years since of the miserable 
villagers of Demhawai for attacking the Army of Occu- 
pation ! The connection does not seem to the casual 
reader to be very clear, but anyhow i t  af€ords an oppor- 
tunity of hitoting hard at the English, and this the editor 
of Al-Manar is not slow too do. There is a very useful 
phrase used by oriental writers, Moslem and non-Moslem, 
describing this method of exposition. They say the book 
they are writing deals with so-and-so as a subject and 
then goes on to “funom shatta,” namely, “ sundry arts ” 
or sciences! 
Then follow some pages of what corresponds t.0 the 
Question and Bnswer column in our home journals. 
One of the questions sent shows a wide range of circula- 
tion, for it purports to come from Sumatra. The question 
is, simply, “ -4re Maulids Sunna or Bid‘a P ”  The 
editor’s reply is a clear one. “ Without doubt, these 
Maulids are Bid‘a (namely, innoration), come to be 
followed by the faithful.” 
The next article deals with “ A4t-Tasamrwuf al-Islami 
as-Sahih.” ‘In a previous issue the editor had given 
extracts from a book entitled illadarij as-SaZikin, which 
purports to be a commentary upon Manazil as-Sa’irin. 
As the book is published by the directors of AZ-illanar, 
it is good for them to advertise it, and to the small space 
in the Afuharram number no objection can be made, 
but in our present number no less than twenty-four pages 
royal Svo, rather small type, are taken up with further 
extracts from this particular book. 
He is dealing here with the interesting subject of 
Ma’siya, namely, Xan’s Rebellion, or, as theologians 
would say, the Fall, and he proceeds to give fifteen 
mashhucls or rtspects. Aspect 1 is sensuality or lust ; 
Aspect 2 is the necessities of nature ; Aspect 3, the view 
held by fatalists; Aspect 4, that of the free-willers; 
Aspect 5, the view of God’s uprightness or His wisdom ; 
Aspect 6, the view of God’s Unity ; Aspect 7, the view 
of success and failure; Aspect 8, that of God’s Names 
and Attributes ; Aspect 9, the view of increase of faith ; 
Aspect 10, that of mercy ; Aspect 11, which is stated to 
be conditioned by the loth, that of man‘s weakness and 
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inability; Aspect 12-when he gets thus far, he says 
that the study " will be continued in our next." 
Now the author makes a preliminary remark to the 
effect that the first four views are unorthodox ones, and 
of the remaining ones eight are sound, held by the people 
of uprightness, or the orthodox party, while the 10th is 
the most exalted of all, namely, that of the Mercy of God. 
Another leading article is called " Ar-Ra'dd al-Matin," 
or " Solid Reply '' (sic), to the publications of the mission- 
aries. This article is one written by a certain Mohammed 
Tannir, well-known to  the readers of THE: MOSLEM 
WORLD. It purports to be a reply to " Orient and 
Occident" (C.M.S., Cairo) of the 1st and 15th January. 
The writer divides his remarks under five headings, 
which in themselves are hardly worth noticing, but our 
attention is drawn to the editor's note a t  the foot. He 
says, " We have published this tractate and begin with 
chapter one from the book which the author refers to, 
but we have made certain changes in expression, having 
found the original to be too hard. Then we shall add 
to the next chapter remarks as to our reason for pub- 
lishing such articles as this." Good ; our only comment 
is, Why apologise ? You do, or you do not, personally 
believe the blasphemy which follows ? Why publish 
i t  from Morocco to Sumatra, and then apologise for it ? 
In the very title of the next section (reprinted from 
Tannir's book), t,here is a slur on Christianity, for it is 
not called Masihiya (the religion of the Messiah), but 
Nasraniya, namely, the religion of the Nazarenes. The 
author commences glibly enough by deprecating force 
in propagating religion and stating that his only motive 
is to reply to  fabrications of the missionaries (sic) by a 
method which is sure to plewe even the most violent 
hater of Islam ! 
The first and morally un-translatable section is 
entitled " The first of the adulterous ancest.ors " (of 
Christ), and deals in disgusting detail with the adultery 
of one nicknamed by the writer " Saint Judah " (Genesis 
xxxviii.). His remarks thereon cannot be reproduced 
here for obvious reasons. 
The second part deals with Rahab and discusses 
Let us see what is his method. 
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which of the two spies was the father of her son Boaz, 
who is alleged to be the child of adultery. Then, t*o suit 
the writer’s purpose, in mentioning David’s sin, he omits 
all mention of God’s terrible punishnien ts upon the sinner 
and his house and his bitter repenta,nce. But enough ! 
“ Honi soil p i  ~?ml y pense.’’ In the next article the 
question is raised as to how Christ could become a curse, 
and, in that case, seeing Christians hold “ Three Persons 
in One God,” which of the Three was the curser and 
which the accursed. The editor adds, “ To be continued.” 
A final brief article is entitled, “ Covetous Intent.ions 
of the Powers concerning us.” It consists of remarks by 
a former French Secretary, translated by Al-Ahrsni 
Journal, Cairo, and somewhat relieves t h  religious 
tension. 
Under the heading of “ Xews and I’iews,” “ So  pay- 
ment’ for lntercession in lslsrii ¶ ¶  is a protest against the 
practice wliich we are told is commencing to be current 
at  Blediiia for the 0t.toman Government to impose a tax 
of a Turkish pound, which t.he coininon people regard as 
the price paid for the int,ercessiori of t,lw prophet. The 
editor rightly protestls against this. 
The last article is upon certain “ l’iccs of t.lie Europ- 
eanisd,” and tl~rows an interesting sidelight upon the 
situation in Moslem lands, for the editor says t lmt Islam 
and the Muslirnin are at,t,sckcd by two forces--an estcmial 
host is composed of t’he Christ inn missionaries, but there 
is the internal onc which is propagating European 
customs, and, ‘‘ of the two, the second is the ntore ,zyezatious 
aid the more inj.urious.” Surely the writer newr uttered 
a truer word. As a traveller in Arabia, not a inissionary, 
said tlie other day .in our hearing, “ Islam is falling to 
pieces, and it is bound to be so, for no hand ci\n stti)’ tlie 
disintegration from within ! 
We close this issue of dZ-.Manar feeling tlie worse 
for having soiled our minds with some of its blaspliemies, 
but we are glad to know that the editor has been severely 
censured for his attacks upon our Lord Jesus, and lias 
promised in print not to repeat t . 1 ~  offence. 
Cairo. , ~ R T H I T R  T. UPSO?;. 
